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Over the last three decades, historical sociolinguistics has developed
into a mature and challenging field of study that focuses on
language users and language use in the past. The social motivation
of linguistic variation and change continues at the forefront of the
historical sociolinguistic enquiry, but current research does not stop
there. It extends from social and regional variation in language use
to its various communicative contexts, registers and genres, and
includes issues in language attitudes, policies and ideologies. One of
the main stimuli for the field comes from new digitized resources
and large text corpora, which enable the study of a much wider
social coverage than before. Historical sociolinguists use variationist
and dialectological research tools and techniques, perform
pragmatic and social network analyses, and adopt innovative
approaches from other disciplines. The series publishes monographs
and thematic volumes, in English, on different languages and topics
that contribute to our understanding of the relations between the
individual, language and society in the past.
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First volume to be published in this series
Touching the Past. Studies in the historical sociolinguistics of ego-documents
Edited by Marijke J. van der Wal and Gijsbert Rutten
Leiden University

The study of Ego-documents figures as a prominent theme in cutting-edge research
in the Humanities. Focusing on private letters, diaries and autobiography, this
volume covers a wide range of different languages and historical periods, from the
sixteenth century to World War I. The volume stands out by its consistent application of the most recent developments in historical-sociolinguistic methodology in
research on first-person writings.
Some of the articles concentrate on social differences in relation to linguistic variation in the historical context. Others hone in on self-representation, writer-addressee interaction and identity work. The key issue of the relationship between speech
and writing is addressed when investigating the hybridity of ego-documents, which
may contain both “oral” features and elements typical of the written language.
The volume is of interest to a wide readership, ranging from scholars of historical
linguistics, sociolinguistics, sociology and social history to (advanced) graduate and
postgraduate students in courses on language variation and change.
Contributions by: P. Burke; C. Klippi; R.A. Lodge; F. Martineau; J. Nobels & T. Simons; A. Nurmi; G.
Rutten & M.J. van der Wal; A. Sairio; A. Tamošiūnaitė; I. Tieken-Boon van Ostade; M. Włodarczyk;
M.J. van der Wal & G. Rutten; L. Wright.
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“Touching the Past presents a
wide range of new insights and
innovations in the subject areas of
letter writing and ego-documents
at large.”
Prof. dr. Wim Vandenbussche,
Vrije Universiteit Brussel
“This volume offers a timely
contribution to the current research
agenda in relation to the evaluation
of the role of informal documents
for our understanding of the social
history of languages. All contributions are empirically strong, presenting data that have rarely seen the
scholarly light before.”
Dr. Nils Langer, University of
Bristol
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